
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

      We at Silverado Stables and Frederick County 4-H Therapeutic Riding experienced a devastating          

accidental barn fire on the last day of August. The barn and tack rooms were destroyed. Thankfully, no horses 

or people were hurt, only our spirits as we watched the barn burn. Sadly, our fall therapeutic riding session 

had to be canceled. However, the good news is that we plan to resume regular riding sessions in the spring of 

2026.  

   The community has been wonderful in donating items to be used when we restart classes – saddles, bridles, 

halters, grooming supplies, saddle pads, and more. Cory Endlich donated one of his box trailers for storing all 

of the wonderful donated items. 

   The amount of donated equestrian equipment has been incredible. Here are the numbers: Blankets, sheets – 

35; Bridles – 125; Girths – 145; Halters – 100; Reins – 81; Saddle Pads – 262; Saddles – 25 (Western and 

English). Other essential items include helmets, stirrups, tons of grooming supplies, buckets, racks,             

veterinarian supplies, grain, and hay. 

    In addition to the equipment, we appreciate the outpouring of monetary donations from individuals,         

organizations, foundations, and companies.  

   I especially want to thank Joe and Joey Devilbiss, Joseph F. Devilbiss Construction Company, Inc., and their 

family for all their support and help. They played a key role in finding help to demolish and clean up the fire 

site. They also continue to advise us on how to proceed with the new building.  

   What a VILLAGE! We truly appreciate the overwhelming support and donations from individuals,        

organizations, foundations, and companies. Thank you all so very much. 

Debbie 
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FREDERICK COUNTY 4H 
THERAPEUTIC RIDING PROGRAM 

Horse Discovery Center 
 

“All we need is a helping hand…” 

  Silverado Stables           |           11515 Angleberger Road           |           Thurmont, MD 21788           |           Phone: (301) 898-3587 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 



 23RD ANNUAL SILENT AUCTION/SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Our 23rd annual Spaghetti Dinner and Auction 

was held on October 25th at the Lewistown Firehall. 

It's our major fundraiser of the entire year. Each year, 

we dedicate the dinner and auction in memory of a 

wonderful volunteer, Carol Devilbiss.  

Because of our recent disaster, we could not have 

our usual ‘Silent Auction.’ Since we had no place to 

store the bulk of donations, we had to come up with 

an alternative. Thus creating a "By Chance" raffle 

auction. We also had our usual 50/50, vacation raffles 

and live auctions as well.  

The dinner and auction were a success. We had 

unique items, themed baskets, certificates for         

restaurants and services and items from local       

businesses and more. Attendees reported they really 

enjoyed themselves and liked the new raffle format.  

We always enjoy catching up with our TRP   

families, past TRP riders and their families, and  

members of our immensely supportive local        

community.  

An event like ours requires the collective help of 

many of our volunteers and supporters. We appreciate 

the help of Karen Stull, who handles the facilities, 

and Frannie Wachter for her help with cleanup of the 

kitchen. Andrew and Hannah Glazier and Rose Bartz 

served as chefs and facilitators in preparing the 

food. Joy Jenkins gathered the supplies for our dinner 

again this year. Carla Bodnar and Sandy Ruckosky 

served the donated goodies for dessert. Once again 

local Civitans, Richard and Laurie Cutting,  came out 

to help set up and serve dinner. Patti Hawkins  

masterfully spearheaded the new raffle auction format 

and provided the initiative in getting it organized and 

operational. We would also like to thank all those 

who came out on Friday evening to help us prepare 

and set up the hall and then on Saturday evening to 

help us clean up and reset the hall.  

Shelly Tinney, whose son  rode in the program, 

won the vacation raffle to Hilton Head, donated by 

Sara Lewis and Chuck Parker, whose daughter      

Jessica rides in the program. 

BOBBI DENN WINNER

OF VACATION PACKAGE  

TO WILLIAMSBURG  

DONATED BY ROSE BARTZ 

UNCLE CHARLIE & RANDAL 

ENTERTAINING  

BECCA HANDING OUT PRIZES 

  Email: fc4htrp@aol.com |    Website: https://www.fc4htrp.org            |   Facebook: https://facebook.com/FC4HTRP/ 

Without our dedicated volunteers/supporters, 

this fundraiser would not be possible.  

We thank all of you for your help in making this 

event a success. 

mailto:fc4htrp@aol.com?subject=fc4htrp@aol.com
https://www.fc4htrp.org/
https://facebook.com/FC4HTRP/


 

  

RIDER SPOTLIGHT: ROBBIE 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

A ‘RIDE IN TIME’— PART FOUR 

By: Valerie 

Robbie is a true example of A Rider In Time.  

Robbie came to us when he was 3 years old 

and as cute as a button :)  

The very first picture of Robbie on his pony 

with his dad and Phil Green as sidewalkers gives 

us a glimpse of how comfortable he looked.  

We should have known then how much he 

would love horses and riding. Whenever you 

asked Robbie about his favorite thing about    

riding, he would stop to think a bit. Then he 

would say it was shooting basketballs, and he 

was really good at it!  

Robbie felt like he had made progress over 

the years, trying different things while riding. 

Even though some exercises were hard, he 

worked harder and could always feel a difference 

from when he started the session until it ended.  

He enjoyed working with the different     

instructors and volunteers, and each horse he 

rode was his “favorite.” 

Robbie always has a big smile for everyone, 

and he never forgets a name.  

We have watched Robbie grow from a little boy into a young man.  

It has been our great pleasure to work with him!  

Here’s to many more years of success and fun for Robbie — 25 more years??     

ROBBIE ON ABBY 

ROBBIE SHAFFER 1999 
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   As you know, our main barn burned down on   
August 31, just two days before the first classes of 
our fall session. There are two main reasons         
volunteers give for helping the TRP program:      
assisting disabled riders and handling horses. With 
the cancellation of the fall riding program, those  
motivations were gone. But under the shadow of 
loss and worry, our spirits were raised by           
overwhelming expressions of concern and support.  
 
   The equine community from Frederick County 
and from across the nation heard of our loss, and        
donations of tack and supplies poured in. Despite 
missing chances to work with our riders, TRP      
volunteers stepped up to do what was necessary to 
gain control of these donations. 

 
   Horse care had to continue. Losing the main barn 
required revising feeding schedules and processes, 
including funneling the horses through our           
remaining four stalls twice a day. A corps of        
volunteers has assisted with feeding throughout   
recent weeks, while others have come to the farm to 
groom the horses. 

 

HATS OFF TO OUR TERRIFIC VOLUNTEERS 

   A chock-a-block of donated items stored in a semi
-truck trailer had to be sorted, inventoried, and 
cleaned. Over the past months, volunteers have 
come to the farm on work details to sort and clean. 
The red-shed (dedicated to back-up storage) had to 
be emptied to accommodate the final site           
preparation for a new barn. On very short notice, we 
sent out a call for help, and volunteers arrived  
quickly to move a shed-full of tack and equipment 
down to the indoor arena. The entire process was 
quite amazing to witness. 
 
   Finally, over the summer, Kim and Patti had been 
working with the management of the Great        
Frederick Fair to set up a TRP display. We thought 
it would be a great opportunity to promote our     
program and possibly reach out to new prospective   
volunteers. Several people expressed interest in 
joining us, either as volunteers or as participants in 
Horse Buddies. Besides promoting our program to 
prospective volunteers, the TRP volunteers        
highlighted the great losses the program suffered. 
Consequently, the efforts of these five volunteers 
created an amazing stream of financial support.  

WELL DONE, VOLUNTEERS. 

TRP      ~     Supporting Frederick County disabled residents since 1983 

VOLUNTEERS KEEP ON HELPING 

Jan Boden and Patti Hawkins attended the “Nonprofit Sustainability Workshop”  
at the Delaplaine Arts Center on May 5, 2025 

 

Jan Boden continues to write grants for our Program –already over $30,000 for the 2025-2026 campaigns. 

BRYCE RIDING CLAIRE WATCHING PATTI 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
   The Golden Pitchfork Award is a tribute to 
Paul Creamer, who was, to say the least, a mentor, 
an awesome therapeutic riding instructor, a          
volunteer, a friend and the one person the riders 
loved to call out, “Mr. Paul, pickup needed!” He 
would go right for the  pitchfork, much to the delight 
of the riders, who loved him so much. I am sure he 
enjoyed the laughter as much as he did “his job.” 
 
   Each year a special volunteer is chosen to receive 
The Golden Pitchfork Award in recognition of his/
her service to our program. This special volunteer is 
one who has devoted much time and energy to     
developing financial resources, training horses, 
teaching our riders, and assisting others wherever 
needed. 
 
   This year, Kayla Morgan was awarded the Golden 
Pitchfork pin for her dedication to Frederick County 
4-H Therapeutic Riding Program at the annual     
dinner and auction in October.  

THE GOLDEN PITCHFORK AWARD 
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KIM, LEE, AND KAYLA  

AT THE PRIZE PRESENTATION 

    
A volunteer since August 2021, Kayla has shown 
her love of this program year after year. We have 
come to depend on her readiness to step in and do 
whatever needs to be done.  
 
   Congratulations, Kayla, and thank you for        
everything you do.  

CYRUS HIGH-FIVING NOAH TROTTING SILVER 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

St. Peter the Apostle, Council 13290 

LEWISTOWN RURITAN  

BELTWAY COMPANIES 

2025 DONORS 

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER  

COLLECTORS — Chapter 39 
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DONATIONS 2025 

GOLD AWARD UP TO $5000 SILVER AWARD UP TO $2500 

 

Rose Bartz 
James E. Lehman 

Anne Gerstner 
Lewistown Ruritan Club 

Jane Wood 

 

Mike King 
Devon Lawrence 

Vinores Financial Services Community Charitable 
Fund  

Barbara Denn 

COPPER AWARD UP TO $1000 

Mt. Airy Mattress – Susan and  
   John  Dodd,  Robin and  
   Allen Haines 
Bethany Beyer 
The Birthday Barn  
   at Lazy Dazy Farm 
Sabrina Massett 
Mercyemma Byers 
Victoria Cackowski 
Ralph Caretti 
David Hechinger 
Golden Gears Car Club  
Frederick Women’s Civic Club 
  Inc. 
Knights of Columbus,  
   Libertytown 
Gwyn and John Dean 

Funds in Memory of Sandy Kaas  
   – Anne Reeves, Chyril and  
   Don Ayotte,   
   Danille Castro, FALCAN,   
   Jeannie Karlovitz, Karen and  
   Kevin Cole,  Melanie and  
   Hermes Vanderlee,  
   Sue Krause 
Funds in Memory of Dawna 
   Beauchamp  – Alma Dade,  
   Carol Smith  
Funds received from the  
   Elizabeth Fite estate sale  
Funds towards our Fund held at  
   Community Foundation of   
   Frederick County –  
   Susan Compofelice 

Helen Madison in memory  
   of John Madison 
Thurmont Lions Club 
Melinda Lukhard 
Carol Birzer 
FADS – Leslie Raulin  
Ijamsville UMC 
American Legion Auxiliary,  
  Glenn W. Eyler Post 282 
Rose Bartz Birthday Facebook  
   Fund Raiser 
Dianne McCann 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Penrod 
Patricia Patton 
Mt. Airy Mattress -  
     Neil & JoAnne Hansen 
Four County Veterinary Hospital 

PLATINUM AWARD —UP TO $10,000 

 

William E. Cross Foundation, Inc. 
Beltway Companies 

International Harvester 
Dwight Nissley and Family 

GRANTS 
 

Monocacy Foundation Grant for therapy equipment   
 

Community Foundation of Frederick County – Richard W. Kanode Fund  
for feed and care of our maintenance of our therapy horses 

 

 Community Foundation of Frederick County – Pritchett Family Fund  
for riding helmets 

 

 Delaplaine Foundation for the veterinarian and farrier care of our therapy horses. 



 

Chestnut Hill Farm and Market    Kevin and Missy Donnelly  
Denny and Jackie Willard  

 

Purchasers of Lamb  
Venegas Contracting LLC  
Summers Farm 
Hawkins Landscaping   
Richard Cerveny 
A Personal Touch Photography 
SKS Equipment & Diesel 
Hessong Bridge Construction  
East Side Ag Transport  

RGR Cattle LLC 
Farmers Transportation Services 
Johnson Contracting LLC 
XLRB Diesel Trucks 
Ashley Storm 
Antietam Tractor & Equipment, 
   Inc.  
Chase Henrickson 

 

Purchasers of Other  
Livestock at  

Great Frederick Fair Sale 

Jon Plamondon, Plamondon Companies Lamb, Goat and Hog 
Jacqui Kreh     Lamb and Goat 
Beth Ohler, Beth Ohler Group  Goat 
Shelly Stull, East Side Ag Transport   Lamb   
Elevated Auctions    Goat 

 

Donations after the  
Chestnut Hill Lamb  

Auction 

 

Donald Strobel        Jacqui Kreh 
Beth Ohler         Joshua Ruby 
Shelly Stull 

Lamb Donors  

GREAT FREDERICK FAIR CHESTNUT HILL LAMB DONATIONS 
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FIRE RELIEF DONATIONS 

Sue Vona and Civitans  
Jane Wood 
Lyn and Rich Witt   
Lori Vaughn 
Karen Unruh    
Nanette E. Tummers 
Central MD Antique Tractor Club 
  Inc. 
Natalie Thrift 
Thurmont and Emmitsburg  
   Community Show  
Kim & Samuel Tressler  
Sandy and Ron Zobrist  
Mary Staley 
TLC Foundation Inc.   
Betty Smith 
Thurmont United Methodist  
   Church 
Craig Reynolds 
Charles and Jennifer Reece 
Sandy Turney 
Sally Walton    
Carol A. Sharpe 
Joan C. Thompson   
Milton J Sayrs 
State Farm Insurance,  
   Dale Ganley Clabaugh 
The Delaplaine Foundation 
Janice D. Staley & Kenneth B.  
   Neal 
Brent & Bonnie Sperling 
Cheri and Joseph Dattoli  
Beth and Joseph Conny 
Francis Scott Key Unit #11 
Dee Carr 
Connie and Lyman Myers  
Alma B. Brooke 
Brenda & Dan Braucher  
Carol Birzer 
Diane and Steve Bill 
Karley Fae Hansen Bender 
Karin Belsheim   
Jeremy Barron 
Janice Quick    
Milton E. Powell III 
Potomac Valley Dressage  
   Asso Inc Catoctin Chapter   
Ann C. Lundahl 
Cheryl Ann Loane and John D. 
   Hayes 
Sean Castle 

Janet and Bine Ochs 
Dwight Nissley and Mary Ellen 
   Palko 
Ann M. Moxley 
June Morrison    
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur O. Anderson 
Patricia and Erroll Michener  
Ronald J. McCurdy 
Stephen R. & Beverly A. 
   McCardle 
Donald W. McCardell 
William and Rebecca Little 
Tamara G. Lipan 
Linganore Grange  
James E. Lewis, DVM 
James E. Lehman Jr. 
Devon Lawrence 
Truby LaGarde   
Stephanie A Koziski 
Michael King   
Charles and Emy Jo Keller 
Earl and Joy Jenkins  
Sue Hecht 
Elizabeth & James Harrison  
Christine E. Harmon 
C. Rodman and M. Jean Ogle  
   Myer 
Richard and Mary Anne Hahn 
Beverly A. Grubbs 
Toby Gibbon 
Linda Gibons    
Francis Scott Key Lions Club Inc. 
Linda & Lee Fitzpatrick  
Lois Filby and Jeffrey Brubaker 
Catharine Fairley CPA LLC  
Wanda & Harold Dorsey 
Ruth De La Viez   
William E. Cross Foundation, Inc. 
Margie Ouztes and David Reece  

Dr. and Mrs. Matthew Balish 
Catoctin Youth Athletic Asso 
Christina and William Barnhard 
Will Aukschun 
John F. Anderschat   
Marjorie and Richard Allen 
Sally Condon 
Melissa Walker 
Springfield Manor Winery  
   Distillery Brewery  
Nikole Brundick 
Mary M. Pieklo   
Jessica Conaway 
Carol Roman    
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Trail 
Ms. Katherine Jacques  
Ms. Kimberly Arnold 
Shirley R. Richardson   
Kiwanis Club of Frederick Fund 
Virginia K. Brace and  Jana M.  
   Moberly 
James P. Lee 
Cdr. and Mrs. Norman W. Birzer 
Chyril and Don Ayotte 
Ausherman Family Foundation 
Gio Arias Family 
Michael Eissenstat 
Erika and David Forney 
Ruthann and Patrick Vickers 
Pederson Family  
The Taylor Family 
Rosemary Stubbs   
Donations Received through 
Community Foundation  
   of Frederick County Emergency 
   Relief Fund 
Donations Received through  
   Go Fund Me and Good Butter 
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Through your generosity, we are able to enhance the lives  
of so many children and adults in our community.  

 

     From corporations to teachers to volunteers, it takes each 
and every one of you to make  

Frederick County 4H Therapeutic Riding Program  
a success. 

 

Our success is your success.  
 

Thank you for your support. 
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CIRCLE OF SPONSORS  
   If you own a business in Frederick County, please consider becoming a member of our Circle of Sponsors. Your      
contribution will help support the Frederick County 4H Therapeutic Riding Program and will be an opportunity to reach 
a large number of potential customers that participate in the Program as clients, family members, program volunteers, 
and horse boarders.  
 

   For a donation of $300, a circle membership includes the following:  
 A 2 feet tall X 3 feet wide, full-color banner placed in the riding ring for two years.  
 The cost of the banner with your logo and information that you want to include.  
 Visibility of your message to several hundred visitors each week. 

Thank you  

for your patronage. 


